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MEDIGAP VS. ADVANTAGE MEDIGAP
MEDICARE 

ADVANTAGE

AM I REQUIRED TO PAY A DEDUCTIBLE,                

CO-PAYS OR CO-INSURANCE?

MAYBE. There are 11 Medigap 

plans.  Some plans require you to 

pay a deductible, co-pays and/or 

co-insurance. However, there is a 

Medigap plan (F) that will cover 

100% of Medicare approved 

expenses. The most popular plans 

are F, G and N (as these plans 

cover most Medicare approved 

services, leaving little out of 

pocket to the consumer).

MAYBE. Most plans have co-

pays and/or co-insurance for 

certain services and office 

visits.  Some plans may have a 

deductible to pay first, but not 

all. Also, all plans have 

maximum-out-of-pocket to 

satisfy before the plan pays 

100%. The financial maximum 

will vary depending on the plan 

and is typically lower with HMO 

plans.

ARE BENEFITS SUCH AS DENTAL AND VISION 

COVERED?

NO.  Medigap plans do not cover 

routine vision, hearing or dental 

services (as Medicare does not). 

However, some insurance carriers 

do offer extended "valued 

benefits" for policy holders that 

include such discounts.

YES.  Depending on the 

Medicare Advantage plan, you 

may be covered for additional 

services such as; routine eye 

and hearing exams, dental 

coverage, etc. Those benefits 

are limited, so check carefully.

CAN I CHOOSE MY OWN DOCTORS?

YES.  You can choose any doctor 

or hospital in the U.S. that accepts 

Medicare (unless you have a 

SELECT plan). Medigap SELECT 

plans have a network of preferred 

hospitals.

NO. Most have a network of 

doctors, hospitals, etc. that you 

must use in order for the plan 

to work correctly. You may pay 

much more for services 

rendered outside of the plans' 

network.

AM I REQUIRED TO GET A REFERRAL?

NO. You don’t need a referral with 

any Medigap plan or Medigap 

Carrier.

MAYBE.  Most HMO plans 

require you to designate a 

primary care DR and in most 

cases will require referrals for 

specialists.  However, PPO 

plans give you more flexibility 

of DR's and typically don't 

require referrals.   

HOW MUCH EXTRA WILL THIS PLAN COST ME?

VARIES. The premium will vary 

depending on the area you live, 

age, plan type, etc.  You may also 

pay the Medicare part B premium 

each month in addition to your 

Medigap premium.

VARIES.  In most cases, we can 

find $0 premium plans. Of 

course, depending on the plan 

coverage you desire and area 

you live, you may have to pay a 

small premium in addition to 

part B.

IS THERE A SPECIFIC ENROLLMENT PERIOD TO 

CHANGE PLANS?

DEPENDS. In many states, you can 

enroll in a Medigap plan year-

round. However, this can vary 

depending on your current 

coverage type and you may have 

to answer medical questions to 

qualify.

YES. You can typically only 

enroll or change Medicare 

Advantage plans during the 

Annual Enrollment Period 

(October 15th-December 7th). 

If you're new to Medicare, you 

can enroll during your Initial 

Election Period (3 months 

before and after your 65th 

birthday).


